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Genealogical Notes of Cape Cod Families 
Reference Notes 


Title/description 
The genealogical dictionary of Rhode Island Sturgis Library: 
Lothrop Ref 929.3745 AUS 
CCL Cape Cod Library of Local History and Genealogy | Sturgis Library: 
Lothrop Ref 929.1 SMI v.1&2 
Deyo History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts Sturgis Library: 


Lothrop Ref 974.49 DEY 


History of Richard Bourne and some of his Sturgis Library: 
descendants Lothrop Ref 929.2 Bourne 


Families of the Pilgrims Sturgis Library: 

Lothrop Ref 974.482 
PLYMOUTH SHAW 

The History of Cape Cod: the annals of Barnstable | Sturgis Library: 

Lothrop Ref 974.49 FRE v.1&2 


Dykes 


Families of 
Pilgrims 


Freeman 


5 
= 


Gen Refers to a family genealogy May be at Sturgis Library: 
Lothrop Ref 929.2 
History of Chatham, MASS Sturgis Library: 
Lothrop Ref 974.492 SMI | 
History of Martha’s Vineyard Sturgis Library: 
Lothrop Ref 974.49 BAN v.1,2,3 
Barns Counties Lothrop Ref 974.4 THO 
Lothrop Ref 974.492 RIC 
Ancient Landmarks of Plymouth Sturgis Library: | 
s Lothrop Ref 974.48 DAV 
Mayflower descendant : a magazine of Pilgrim 
genealogy and histo Lothrop Ref 369.12 MAY 
Deaths recorded in the New Bedford Mercury Available at New Bedford Free 
Public Library 
Owl The Owl (Periodical, Wing Family Annals) No holdings in CLAMS, 
Available at Sandwich Public | 
Libra 
Genealogical notes of Barnstable families Sturgis Library: 


Lothrop Ref 929.374 OTI 
The pioneers of Massachusetts : a descriptive list, Sturgis Library: 
drawn from records of the colonies... Lothrop Ref 974.4 POP 
New England Historical & Genealogical Register Sturgis Library: 
Periodical shelved in Lothrop Room 
Southeastern Massachusetts Sturgis Library: 
Lothrop Ref 920.03 v. 1,2,3 
Genealogical Dictionary of New England Lothrop Ref 929.3 SAV 
v.1,2,3&4 


The American Genealogist (Periodical) Sturgis Library 
shelved in Lothrop Room 


Note book of Capt Thomas C Pe 


refers to the collection of published transcriptions Sturgis Library 
of vital records of Mass towns Lothrop Ref 312 
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Genealogical Notes of Cape Cod Families 
Abbreviations: 


b = born 

bp = baptized 
cem = cemetery 
ch = children 
d= died 

dy = died young 
dea = deacon 
dau = daughter 
g S= grave stone 
gen = genealogy 
int = intentions 
rem = removed 
m = married 
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HOLWAY 


EY 


New England Historic 


Genealogical Society 


A National 
101 Newbury Street Boston, Massachusetts 02116 Research Center Ralph J. Crandall, Director 617) 536-5740 
for Family 
& Local 
History 8 January 1986 


Richard T. Holway 
17 Albert Meadow Lane 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609. 


Dear Mr. Holway, 


Thank you for your inquiry of Oct. 24, 1985 concerning Dennis and Martha 
Holway, parents of Lemuel. After a careful and exhaustive review of the 
research materials available here in the NEHGS library, we have concluded 

that there was no Dennis Holway. Instead, it appears a researcher misread the 
West Barnstable Church record, taking the name Jeams (i.e. James) as Dennis and 
this error caused all your trouble. The various spellings of the Holway 
surname, sometimes given as Hawley and sometimes as Holley, only adds to the 
confusion. Thus, you should re-evaulate all of your own notes and thinking 
concerning James Holway. 


The first source we checked here was the microfilm Genealogical Notes on Cape 
Cod families, a collection you have probably consulted. The compiler of these 
notes includes Dennis Holway in his alphabectical listing of known Holways, 

but he was unable to learn any details about Dennis' birth or parentage. 
Likewise, he listed a wife Martha, but could not identify her maiden name. 

Three children were listed for this couple: Lemuel, Mary, and Sela with the 
notation by Lemuel that he was baptized in July 1788. Reference was cited to 

the West Barnstable Church. That compiler was able to present details connecting 
many Other Holway families together, and his inability to fit Dennis into the 
rest suggested something was unusual about Dennis. 


We could find no other reference to Dennis Holway in the variety of indexes, finding 
aids, and other research tools in our library. At this point, we began checking 
the Lemuel and Martha Fish link you suggested as a possibility for Martha Holway's 
parents and again had no success. As you suspected, there were later links between 
the Fish and Holway families, but we found nothing to confirm one for this Martha. 
None of the children of Lemuel and Martha Fish bore names that appear in the 

James and Martha Holway family. 


At this point in the research we consulted a transcript of the West Barnstable 
Church records and found what appears to be the reason for the wild goose chase 
after Dennis Holway. The transcript clearly names Lemuel, Mara, and Sela as 
children of Martha Holway the wife of Jeams Holway, and gives the baptism date 
as "near July 1738". This suggest the three children had been born in prior 
years. We send you a copy of this p.146 from the Hinkley manuscript collection 
of Barnstable records, of the volume containing Church records, At p.i74, this 
transcript has the netry of admission to the church for Martha, Holway wife of 
Jeams Holway. July 13, 1788. We do not learn whether she was: new to church 
membership or if she was referred by letter from another congregation, but the 
baptism of her three children probably followed soon after, suggesting she joined 
so they could be baptised. 


Dedicated to Excellence in Historical and Genealogical Research 


we 
snc 


We also have photostate copies of the original West Barnstable Church records, 
and enclose pertinent copies of the entries discovered in the transcript. As you 
can tell, the appearance of the name Jeams in the baptism record can easily 

be mistaken for Dennis by a rushing transcriber. Compare it to the entry of 
Martha's admission, .where the name is more clearly Jeams. On both copies, 

the name Jeams appears with several other surnames so you can see that it was 

the common spelling of James preferred by that clerk. These pages were 
reproduced in 1924 by the Mass. Historical Society. 


Our shift in focus to James Holway proved to be no help in the Genealogical 
Notes of Cape Cod, which had no information on a couple this early. We noted 
your dismissal of James as a possibility: "Not likely as James' wife was 
Sarah," but if you are referring to the James and Sarah in GNCC they were much 
too late to eliminate the possibility as you do. Looking at Hawley, we also 
found nothing helpful on James. 


When we rechecked all the indexes for the Hinckley Collection of Barnstable 
Records, we found the marriage of James Hawley and Martha Conant on August 

27, 1782 listed in volume 3 p.358 of Hinckley's Transcripts of Barnstable 

Town Records. The Hinckley transcript of Probate Records does not continue past 
1742, stopping too early to be helpful here. In GNCC we do. find a likely Martha 
because the children of Charles and Joanna (Bursley) Conant:include among them 
both a Lemuel, b. Jan. 28, 1757, and a Martha, b. Aug. 19, 1760. Furthermore, 


according to Amos Otis' Genealogical Notes of Barnstable Families, the name Lemuel 
appears among Joanna (Bursley) Confant's immediate relatives. (p.135). In the 


History and Genealogy of the Conant Family, by Frederick Conant, we found this 
Martha Conant identified (with her birth year given as 1761) as the one who 
married James Holley. Their children, including Lemuel. Holley, are listed in 
this book (pp. 528-530, copies enclosed). It is interesting to note that Martha 
(Conant) Holley's brothers served in Col. Freeman's regiment during the 
Revolution. According to Mass. Soldiers and Sailors 7:564, ‘so did James Hawley 
of Stratford, Ct. and later of Vermont who left a widow named Martha and 

applied for a Revolutionary War pension. (National Genealogical Society Quarterly 
23:95, copies enclosed. ) 


Your research should now focus again on the family of James Holway where you 
thought Lemuel had been raised all along. More Conant details may make the 
link solid for you. Now there is no longer any reason to create early deaths 
for Dennis and Martha and speculate about "adoptions". Also, we suggest you 
re-read the Hannah Soule account in Mayflower Five Gens. 3:73 and the Banks 
History of Martha's Vineyard. The Soule account simply says Hannah's marriage 
to Joseph Holley/Holway was before March 1724. It could’ easily have been several 
years before 1724, allowing them to be parents of John as asserted there. Both 
leave open the possibility that Joseph left Dukes County. Maybe he returned 

to Barnstable County after 1741 and died there. Our probate transcripts for 
Barnstable stop too soon to check this possibility. 


While searching for Dennis, we did come across some references to Ludovick 
Holway that may be of interest to you. We'll let you decide if these clues 
are any help. In the 1790 US Census, Lodwick Hollway is found in Machias, ME 
while several Holloways including a Ludwick, were in Fairfield, ME (then in 
Lincoln County but now in Somerset County). Revolutionary War Service of 2 
days in 1778 does appear for Ludwig Holway at Machias in Mass. Soldiers and 
Sailors 7:201. 


Sincerely yours, 
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